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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">Pym, the official leader of the Country Party in<BR>Parliament, was a little at a loss what to make of<BR>them, but he shrewdly suspected the truth. Parlia- <BR>ment reassembled on October 2Oth, and the members<BR>were in a mood of unrest bordering on alarm. During<BR>the year, among other measures before the House,<BR>had been a Bill for excluding the bishops from voting<BR>in Parliament, and holding any civil office. The<BR>more extreme Puritans were agitating for a total<BR>abolition of the episcopacy, but the more moderate<BR>leaders, and Hampden in particular, assured Falkland<BR>that if the Exclusion Bill would pass they would not<BR>proceed with the severer measure. The Bill, how- <BR>ever, was in fact defeated by the Lords, yielding to<BR>strong church influences, whereupon Hampden associ- <BR>ated himself with the promoters of the Root and<BR>Branch Bill, which provided for abolition. In making<BR>this decision, he found himself for the first time on a<BR>matter of fundamental policy separated from Pym.<BR>Once he had promised his support to the scheme he<BR>was active in its conduct. The King, reassured by<BR>his experience in Scotland, and jealous of this new<BR>interference with ecclesiastical government, wrote a<BR>letter to London asserting that he was prepared to<BR>die in maintaining the discipline and doctrine of the<BR>Church and protesting against what he regarded as a<BR>new abuse of parliamentary power. The letter fell<BR>into the hands of Parliament, and stopped the passage<BR>of the Root and Branch Bill through the Lords. At<BR>the same moment a violent and bloody Catholic<BR>insurrection broke out in Ireland. The suspicions of<BR>the Country Party rose to certainty that fresh intrigues<BR>were at work.</FONT><BR>\
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